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PROGRAM OF STUDY – B.A. ART HISTORY 
 
Students pursuing the B.A. in Art History (CIP code 50.0703) are required to take several 
common prerequisites for a total of twenty-three semester hours. The following courses 
are consistent across the SUS: ART 1201C Two Dimensional Design, ART 1300C 
Drawing I, ARH 2050 Art History Survey I and ARH 2051 Art History Survey II and 9-
12 semesters of foreign language. 
 
Students earning the B.A. in Art History will be required to complete 9 to 12 semester 
hours of a world language (or equivalent). The completion of the beginning and 
intermediate sequences of a language is required.  American Sign Language may not be 
taken to fulfill the language sequence nor may Foreign Culture courses be substituted for 
foreign language credit. 
 
For their major requirements students select four courses (one each) from the Ancient, 
Medieval, Renaissance and Baroque, and Modern sequences for a total of 12 hours.  All 
art history majors are required to take the Art History Practicum (1 hour credit), the Art 
History methods course and the Art History research course for a total of 19 hours. 
Students will be required to take four courses of ARH major electives for an additional 
12 hours. 
 [Note:  Removes 3 Art electives.  Any upper level 3 semester hours ARH course not 
counted for major requirements can be taken as electives.]  Students will also be required 
to take 14 semester hours of free electives.  It is expected and encouraged that many 
students will use these free electives either to pursue additional language training (either 
training in upper-level language courses or introductory training in a second foreign 
language) or to take courses (preferably upper-level) in fields relevant to the 
interdisciplinary influences within Art History (including but not limited to the fields of 
Anthropology, Art, English, History, Religious Studies, and Sociology).   
 
A required minor adds 15 semester hours to the course of study for a total of 60 hours. 
Here is a brief recap:  
19 hours major requirements + 12 major electives + 14 hours free electives + 15 hours 
minor = 60 hours 
 
Prerequisites    23 semester hours 



ART 1201C Two Dimensional Design (12 semester hours) 
ART 1300C Drawing I 
ARH 2050 Art History Survey I 
ARH 2051 Art History Survey II 
Foreign Language I, II and Intermediate (11 hours) 
(The completion of the beginning and intermediate sequences of a language or 
demonstration of competency through testing is required.) 
 
Foreign Language   (3 semester hours) 
Foreign Language Intermediate II 
 
Major Requirements   19 semester hours 
Students select four courses (one each) from the Ancient and Medieval, Renaissance and 
Baroque, American and Modern sequences.  All art history majors are required to take 
the Art History Practicum [ARH 3940], the Art History Methods [ARH 3811] and the Art 
History Research [ARH 4910] course. 
 
Major Art History Electives   12 semester hours 
 
Free Electives     14 semester hours 
 
Required Minor    15 semester hours 
            
      

A. Provide a one- or two-sentence description of each required or elective course.   
 
ART 1201C Two Dimensional Design 
This course is an introduction to the utilization of the elements and principles of design, 
through various media on the flat surface. Emphasis will be placed on developing an 
understanding of the various organizational possibilities available in designing for the flat 
surface. Along with learning and applying professional presentation skills and 
craftsmanship, the development of ideas, problem-solving skills and understanding 
design concepts are the focus of this course. 
 
ART 1300C Drawing I 
This course is an introduction to basic observational drawing skills, including but not 
limited to: perspective, contour, and gesture. The use of positive/negative space, value 
line and mass will be emphasized in relationship to the design and organization of 
composition. The techniques of creating volume and space and the effects of light of the 
three dimensional form on the two-dimensional picture plane will be addressed. Through 
regular critiques, students will begin to make critical decisions about their work. 
 
ARH 2050 Art History Survey I 
This course is a survey of painting, sculpture and architecture from the Paleolithic era 
through the Medieval period. Monuments will be studied in relation to the cultural 
contexts of Western civilization. 
 
ARH 2051 Art History Survey II 
This course is a survey of European painting, sculpture and architecture from the 



Renaissance, Baroque, Rococo, and Neoclassical periods to the emergence of modern art 
including Romanticism, Realism, Impressionism, Expressionism and Cubism. 
 
Select 1 from the Ancient and Medieval Sequence: 
 
ARH 3130 The Art and Archeology of Ancient Greece 
This course considers the art, architecture and archeology of ancient Greece in the 
context of its culture, history, religion and geography from the Bronze Age through the 
Hellenistic period. 
 
ARH 3150 The Art and Architecture of Ancient Rome 
This course will consider the art, archeology and architecture of ancient Rome, from its 
antecedents in the Italic and Etruscan traditions, through the Republic and the late 
empire. Major works, monuments and sites will be examined in the context of the culture, 
history, geography and religion. 
 
ARH 3211 Early Medieval Art and Architecture 
This course surveys the art and architecture of late antique and early medieval Europe 
from Constantine the Great to the year 1000, covering the late Roman, early Byzantine, 
Merovingian, Hiberno-Saxon, Carolingian, Ottonian, and early Islamic periods. We will 
devote special emphasis to key historical, cultural, and religious influences on medieval 
art, including the rise of Christianity and of Islam, the court of Charlemagne, 
monasticism, and the millennial terrors of the year 1000. We will also consider 
interpretive questions relating to art and ritual, the survival of pagan imagery, and 
aniconism in medieval art. 
 
ARH 3250 Romanesque Art and Architecture 
This course explores the art and architecture of the Romanesque period, the 11th and 12th 
centuries, especially the sudden, widespread "Renaissance" of monumental sculpture. 
The course seeks to situate Romanesque art in relation to important cultural and religious 
phenomena that shaped its uses and meanings, including pilgrimage and the cult of relics, 
monasticism, and crusade. We will also consider the origin of the idea of a Romanesque 
in medieval art and interpretive approaches to Romanesque art. 
 
ARH 3253 - Gothic Art and Architecture 
This course surveys the development of art in Western Europe during the later Middle 
Ages, from the late 12th through the 15th century. We will consider manuscript 
illumination, stained glass, sculpture, and the rise and evolution of the Gothic cathedral, 
with special focus on themes of the droll and the grotesque and on the roles of art in late 
medieval piety, politics, and everyday life. 
 
Select 1 from the Renaissance or Baroque Sequence: 
 
ARH 3302 Italian Renaissance Art 
Earlier Renaissance; Proto-Renaissance aspects of late Gothic art; the international style; 
early renaissance; high renaissance; Venetian art; mannerism. Examples of painting, 
sculpture and architecture will be studied. 
 
ARH 3319 The Art and Architecture of Michelangelo 



Using contemporary as well as modern accounts of the artist, this course will study the 
painting, drawing, sculpture, and architecture of Michelangelo in the context of Italian 
Renaissance culture. 
 
ARH 3331 Northern Renaissance Art 
This course surveys the art of Europe north of the Alps during the 15th and 16th 
centuries. We will consider the development of new artistic techniques and technologies 
in painting and print through the work of such major artists as Jan van Eyck, Albrecht 
Durer, and Hieronymous Bosch. The course will also investigate concepts of morality, 
religion, death, and Apocalypse that are reflected in the art of the period. 
 
ARH 3350 Baroque Art 
The origins of baroque art in Italy, Bernini and St. Peter's, Velazquez, Rubens and 
Flemish art. Rembrandt and the Dutch masters. Classical 17th century French art. The 
England of Sir Christopher Wren. Rococo art. 
 
ARH 3354 Rubens to Rembrandt: Netherlandish Baroque Art 
With the towering figures of Peter Paul Rubens and Rembrandt van Rijn as bookends, 
this course examines art of the Netherlandish Baroque within its cultural and social 
contexts, with close attention to themes of religion, social morality, and humor. We will 
consider the significance of major artists, including Rubens, Rembrandt, Vermeer, Frans 
Hals, and others, in addition to important contributions by Northern Baroque artists to the 
development of portraiture, landscape, still life, and genre painting. 
 
Select 1 from the American Sequence: 
 
ARH 3631 African American Art History  
Spanning Colonial times to the present, this course examines art produced by individuals 
of African descent in the United States. Through lectures, discussions, readings and 
writing assignments, students will develop a broad knowledge of African American art 
within its social-historical context. Topics will include but are not limited to:  African 
American folk art and slavery, African American art after Emancipation, African 
American art and the Harlem Renaissance, African American art and the Civil Rights 
movement, African American women artists, and collecting African American art. 
 
ARH 3621 American Art I: 1492-1876  
American Art I surveys the visual arts of the United States from 1492 to 1876. 
Throughout the course we will look at the ways in which American artists sought to 
develop an American fine arts tradition. This course also examines how art was used to 
shape a strong national identity and to negotiate the tensions of race, politics, gender, 
class, and ethnicity. 
 
 
ARH 3623 American Art II: 1876-1940   
American Art II surveys the arts of the United States from 1876 to 1940. Examining the 
production of modern art in the US, we will consider how artists responded to 
industrialization; developments in transportation and communication; urbanization; labor; 
gender; race issues; economic polarization; and political conflicts. 
 



 
Select 1 from the Modern Sequence 
ARH 3410 Modern European Art I 
This course will study European art and architecture between 1780-1870, from Neo-
Classicism through Impressionism. 
 
ARH 3434 Modern European Art II 
This course will study European Art and Architecture between 1880 and 1940, from post-
impressionism through surrealism. 
 
ARH 3404 British Art: Hogarth to Hirst  
This course will provide an introduction to the art and architecture of Britain from the 
eighteenth century to the present day. The focus will be on developing an understanding 
of paintings, sculpture, and architecture in their historical contexts. We will examine 
portraiture, landscape painting, history painting, paintings of modern life, photography 
and contemporary art, with additional material on architecture and decorative arts. 
Themes to be developed throughout the course will include: the distinctive character of 
British art, patronage and collecting by individuals and museums, art as propaganda, the 
development of portraiture as an expression of identity, the importance of landscape 
painting, decoration and articulation of taste, and the contemporary art scene in Britain. 
 
 
ARH 3453 Postwar Art: 1940-1980 
This course focuses on the production of art within the late modern and early post-
modern periods. Special attention will be paid to the ways in which race, gender, 
sexuality, and cultural difference are constructed within visual arts of the post-war era. 
Investigating the role of art critics, galleries and art periodicals, the class will also 
examine the different institutions through which art has been promoted and filtered in the 
decades following World War II. 
 
ARH 3475 Contemporary Art: 1980 to Present 
This course will explore the meaning(s) as well as stylistic, historical, and theoretical 
developments of painting, sculpture, mixed media works, conceptual and performance 
art, installation, and non-traditional photography, and video/film extending from 1980 to 
the present. 
 
 
Junior Research, Methods and Senior Capstone Research 
 
ARH 3940 Art History Practicum    
Prerequisites: ARH 2050 Art History Survey I, ARH 2051 Art History Survey II, One 
Upper Level ARH course. In consultation with faculty, students enrolled in the Art 
History Practicum will develop and research a topic linked thematically to current 
coursework in their degree program, producing a research paper of substantial length.  
 
ARH 3811 Art History Methods    
Prerequisites: ARH 2050 Art History Survey I, ARH 2051 Art History Survey II, Two 
ARH 3000-4000 courses, Junior status Students will read and discuss key texts that 
formulate the intellectual foundation of the discipline of art history. Students will begin 



the semester by examining art historical texts based in connoisseurship and aesthetics and 
will then explore methodologies used by art historians, in particular, formalism, 
iconographical studies, Marxism, feminism, and post-structuralism. The writers examined 
include Johann Joachim Winckelmann, Immanuel Kant, Heinrich Wölfflin, Erwin 
Panofsky, Meyer Schapiro, Norman Bryson, Rosalind Krauss and others. 
 
ARH 4910 Art History Research    
Prerequisites: ARH 2050 Art History Survey I, ARH 2051 Art History Survey II, ARH 
3811 Art History Methods and at least two 3000-4000 level ARH courses. As a capstone 
art history course, Art History Research is designed to build upon students? Art historical 
knowledge gained in other courses (see prerequisites) and its major goal is to provide an 
opportunity for extensive student research in the field of Art History. 
 
Major Art History Electives    [Select four courses for 12 hours] 
 
ARH 3583 Tribal Arts  
This course provides a selective introduction to major developments and issues in 
African, Oceanic and North American Indian art of the pre-colonial, colonial, and post-
colonial periods.  Works will be examined in relation to a culture's religion, rituals, 
ceremonies, political structure, gender roles, and ethnic identity. 
 
ARH 3843 Studies in Irish Art and Architecture 
This course is designed as a survey of Irish art and architecture ranging from the study of 
prehistoric monuments to works by contemporary artists. Works will be studied in the 
context of Ireland’s violent and oppressed history, and against the topography of its 
magnificent island geography. Among the examples of art and architecture the class will 
consider are: prehistoric and megalithic architecture); Celtic art and jewelry; early 
monastic sites and scriptural crosses, the great illuminated manuscripts; the emergence of 
decoration and ornamentation in Romanesque churches; the development of the great 
abbeys; modern Irish painting and sculpture from the 18th century to the present. 
 
ARH 3883 The Apocalypse in Medieval and Early Modern Art 
The idea of the Apocalypse, the end of the world described in Revelations by St. John the 
Divine, profoundly influenced the subject matter of Christian art during the Middle Ages 
and early modern period and continues to be an important reference point in western art 
and culture. This course surveys the range and development of apocalyptic imagery from 
the Whore of Babylon to the Mark of the Beast in medieval, Renaissance, and 
contemporary art, with special attention paid to themes of millenarianism, the year 1000, 
and the Protestant Reformation. 
 
ARH 4801 Art Criticism 
Prerequisites: ARH 2050, ARH 2051, One ARH 3000 or 4000 level. An investigation of 
selected philosophies of art criticism in the 20th Century. Students will apply methods of 
analysis and interpretation to the critique of art. Individual ideas will be expressed 
through writing assignments, group critiques, guest lectures, and visits to art exhibitions. 
Emphasis will include contemporary art issues. 
 
ARH 4712 Photohistory 1839-1916 
This course will examine the nature of photography from its invention in 1839 to World 



War One. Through the reading and discussion of primary writings and critical texts, 
students will discuss and write about 19th century photographs. Methods for critical 
analysis of photographs will also be introduced and woven into class lectures and 
readings. 
 
ARH 4713 Photohistory 1916 to Present 
Photo-history is a selected survey of the history of photography in the 20th century. 
Emphasis is placed upon photographic expression in the last half of the century focusing 
upon areas such as photographic art; advertising; political; social documentary; 
photography and the digital revolution. 
 
ARH 3955 Art History on Site 
Students in this course will experience the history of art in situ. The course is designed to 
accommodate study abroad experiences and intensive explorations of domestic sites such 
as New York and Washington D.C. Major monuments, archeological sites, museums and 
works of art will be considered and analyzed in the context in which they were created or 
are currently housed. Cultural contexts of works of art will be explored; students will 
consider the myriad influences that are reflected in works of art including patronage, 
history, economics, religion, geography and techniques in painting, sculpture and 
architecture. May be repeated once. 
 
ARH 4941 Internship in Art History [Museum, Gallery Internship] 
Prerequisites: Art History major or minor ARH 2050, ARH 2051 and three upper level 
art history courses, permission of department chair The internship provides supervised 
professional work experience in a gallery, museum, archeological or cultural 
organization. 
 
ARH 4905 Directed Individual Study 
Prerequisites: ARH 2050 Art History Survey I, ARH 2051 Art History Survey II, 3 upper 
level ARH courses This course provides context for intensive, direct collaboration 
between instructor and the enrolled student(s) on original research topics. The topics 
addressed and the instructor in consultation with the enrolled student(s) determines the 
scope of the collaboration. The course is an opportunity for advanced study in Art 
History through one-on-one student/faculty contact designed to develop high-level 
critical, analytical, and research and writing skills.  
 
 
 
 


